
NEWS OF ZION LUTHER AN | ANOKA MARCH 2024

In-Person Worship
5 pm (Sat)
8, 9 & 11 am (Sun)

Livestream Worship
9 & 11 am (Sun)

Cable TV
10 am & 5 pm (Sun)

Radio Broadcast
106.1 (BOB-FM)
9:10 am (Sun)

Gospel Readings

March 2-3
John 2:13-22

March 9-10
John 3:14-21

March 16-17
John 12:20-33

March 23-24
Mark 15:1-39

March 30-31
John 20:1-18

WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Holy Week and Easter
March 23/24 is Palm/Passion Sunday weekend and the 
start of Holy Week with worship at 5 p.m., 8 a.m., 9 a.m. 
and 11 a.m. We start the week with a palm procession as we 
are reminded of Jesus’ procession into Jerusalem as he entered 
the city with Alleluias. We end our service hearing the Passion 
story as we head into Holy Week.

March 28 is Maundy Thursday with worship at 12 noon and 6:30 p.m.
Jesus proclaims, “I AM the Bread of Life." And we share in that bread together in the 
gift of Holy Communion.

March 29 is Good Friday with traditional worship at 12 noon and 6:30 p.m.
I AM He…Jesus tells us that the one who sent him is with Jesus and he has been sent 
to be lifted up for all people. There will also be a family service at 10 a.m. and 6 p.m. 
in the Chapel.

March 30/31 is the Celebration of Easter with worship at 5 p.m., 8 a.m., 
9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m.

We proclaim together Christ is Risen, He is Risen Indeed!

Mid-Week Lenten Services
Our mid-week services are at 12 noon & 6:30 p.m. and we continue The Call to "I AM" 
series. Our service comes from the new hymnal "All Creation Sings."
• March 6: I AM the Good Shepherd
• March 13: I AM the True Vine
• March 20: I AM the Resurrection and the Life

A Thank You from Pastor Brent
Dear Zion Church Family,
Thank you for your cards, kind words, generous gift and wonderful luncheon and 
program on the occasion of my retirement. It has truly been a privilege and a joy 
to be your Lead Pastor for the past 8 ½ years. As St. Paul wrote:  “Every time I think 
of you, I give thanks to my God…for you have been my partners in spreading the Good 
News about Christ…” Phil. 1:3-4

You have been such a blessing to me. I will miss you dearly. May God be with each 
one of you!

Gratefully in Christ,

Pastor Brent



a message from pastor connie
At the end of his book, “Why”, Adam Hamilton wrote:
Every year I end my Easter sermon at Church of the Resurrection in the same way. After twenty 
years the people anticipate it. I note that people ask me, “Do you really believe this story about 
resurrection? Do you really believe that Easter means the worst thing is never the last thing? 
Do you really believe that ultimately good will triumph over evil and God’s plans will ultimately 
prevail?” And my answer is always the same, “I not only believe it, I am counting on it.” I’ll end this 
book by inviting you to count on it too.

On Easter, many of us gather to hear the words “He is Risen” and respond with “He is Risen Indeed!”, a response 
that indicates that we are counting on God. We can count on Jesus coming into our midst through the Holy Spirit 
and giving us peace. We can count on the promise of new life in the midst of death or change.

When I talk to families about baptism, I share with them the promises that are made during that service. First, 
we have the promise of parents to nourish their child in the faith and life we claim as Christians as God gives 
them ability. Next, the godparents or sponsors make promises to mentor their godchild in the faith. Finally, the 
congregation promises to support the newly baptized as they practice a new way of life. Unfortunately, sometimes 
parents, sponsors and yes, even our pastors and congregation can mess up, or forget about the promises we have 
made. But, I point out that in the baptism service, following these promises is the Apostle’s Creed in which we 
make public profession of what God promised and still promises to us – and God never messes up. We can count 
on God’s promises.

This month we are entering into a time of transition:  Pastor Brent has retired and I have stepped into the new 
role as Lead Pastor. But we also transition from Lent into Holy Week and on into Easter. And at every transition, 
God is present, and God continues to give us God’s promise. I am counting on it and I invite you to count on it too.

God Has a Sense of Humor, Seriously
By Colleen Nelson
On a recent Sunday, my 4-year-old grandson was participating in the Word for Kids. On that particular morning 
the pastor was sharing a lesson about Jesus calling Peter and his brother, Andrew, to become fishers of people. 
Having uncles with the same names, my grandson piped up, “Hey I know them!”

God intended for us to share in his sense of humor. Why else would he create such comical creatures such as the 
platypus or the star-nosed mole? I can visualize God chuckling when kids say the darnedest things, and laughing 
at bulletin bloopers but groaning at dad jokes. However, humor at the expense of another person? Now that’s a 
horse of a different color. The Bible provides a perfect example of the humor I’m referring to—that of mocking. 
The events leading up to Christ’s death and resurrection tell of others mocking and teasing Jesus in a scornful 
manner. In Mark 15:17-19 we read, “And they clothed him in a purple cloak, and twisting together a crown of 
thorns, they put it on him. And they began to salute him, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’ And they were striking his head 
with a reed and spitting on him and kneeling down in homage to him.” In several of Jesus’ teachings he talks about 
loving one another such as “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, 
you also are to love one another.” John 13:34. As individuals we have the power and the backing of the Holy Spirit 
to address mocking, teasing or any form of bullying by stopping it in its tracks. Granted, it’s challenging to speak 
out with love like we are called to do, but we could be that one person who, in just seconds, could change the 
trajectory in the life of a victim of bullying.

Bulletin Blooper from A Laugh a Day! A Daily Dose of Heavenly Humor:
The peacemaking meeting originally scheduled for today has been canceled due to a conflict.



welcome

Baptism Class - March 10
If you are expecting, have had a baby or are adopting and would like to know more about baptism, we will 
be having a baptism class on Sunday, March 10 at 12 p.m. in the Library. Please contact Kristine Johnson at 
kjohnson@zionanoka.org to register for the class.

Family Promise Sunday - March 10
Adam Monaghan, Program Director at Family Promise in Anoka County will be at Zion on Sunday, March 10. He 
will give a brief update on the work of Family Promise at the beginning of all three worship services and will be 
in the Legacy Room at 10 a.m. for those who are interested in volunteering with Family Promise or just learning 
more about the work that FPAC does with families experiencing homelessness.

Family Promise Moving Forward
The Family Service Center at 363 Coon Rapids Blvd. is now open. Family Promise has received a 3.6-million-dollar 
grant from the State of Minnesota and will be soon moving forward with construction of a permanent guest 
house. With these additions, there will be changes to how congregations connect with families. Congregations 
will be called Network Congregations instead of Host Congregations with specific goals to meet, and the position 
of Coordinator will be referred to as Advocate and have a commitment term of three years. This position will 
evolve as the job description is prepared.

For the past twelve years, Dulcie Campana has faithfully served as Zion's Family Promise 
Coordinator. We are grateful for Dulcie's service and for her compassion and commitment 
to families experiencing housing transition. Pat Stearns has graciously agreed to be Zion's 
Family Promise Advocate.

Zion is committed to providing hospitality to families in the Shelter program four times 
in 2024: March 11, May 20, September 16 and December 9. There are now multiple ways to volunteer for Family 
Promise and support the mission of empowering families experiencing housing insecurity to build a foundation of 
lasting independence. All volunteer opportunities can be found at 
www.familypromiseanoka.org/volunteeropportunities.

Super Sale Department Heads Meeting - March 12
Zion’s Annual Super Sale will be held on Thursday, June 6 and Friday, June 7. Item drop off will start on June 2. This 
year’s Super Sale will be coordinated by Bob and Pat Stearns. A meeting for all Super Sale Department Heads will 
be held on Tuesday, March 12 in the Legacy Room at 4 p.m.

Cinnamon Roll Sunday - March 17
On Sunday, March 17, Zion youth will be serving fresh-baked cinnamon rolls during the coffee hour as a 
fundraiser for their mission trip to Tacoma, Washington this summer.

Zion Pre-K 2024-2025 Registration
It’s time to register for Zion Pre-K. We are taking registrations for the 2024-25 school year. 
All 3 through 5-year-olds welcome. Register at www.zionprekanoka.org or scan the QR code. 
Share with all your friends and family!



worship and grow

Small Group Study - "God Never Gives Up On You" by Max Lucado
God enacts his perfect plan through imperfect people – including you and me! In this five-session Bible study, you 
will see how God used Jacob, the misbehaving patriarch who was strong on savvy but weak on conscience, simply 
because God chose to use Jacob. Jacob's story invites us to believe in a God who sticks with the unworthy until we 
are safely at home.

Weekly Worship Opportunities
In-Person Worship

Saturdays @ 5 pm and Sundays @ 8 am, 9 am & 11 am
Livestream Worship
Sundays @ 9 am & 11 am

Radio (BOB-FM, 106.1)
Sundays @ 9:10 am

Cable TV Channel 6 Broadcast
Sundays @ 10 am & 5 pm

Children's Choir
Grades 2-5

Questions? Contact Jonathan Campbell
jcampbell@zionanoka.org or 763-506-8113

March Dates
Rehearsals on Saturdays from 10-10:45 a.m.

March 2, 16 & 23
Sing in Worship

Sunday, March 24 @ 9 & 11 a.m.

• Week of March 4: Living with a Louse
• Week of March 11: Wrestling with God
• Week of March 18: Returning Home

Starting in April, we will begin a six-session study of Acts called The Revolution of Faith. Bestselling author and 
pastor Randy Frazee guides small group members through the growth of the early church. Frazee reveals what 
the author's words meant to his original readers - and how they apply to us today.

Upcoming Adult Forums
Zion’s Sunday Adult Forums are at 10 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.

• March 3, 10, 17: The Inclusive Church: Becoming a More Hospitable Congregation. The 3-part presentation by 
Linda Peterson will open our eyes to discover how many things in our congregation such as our building, our 
worship and our language can seem “normal” but can be huge obstacles for others with disabilities.

• March 24:  No Forum, Palm Sunday
• March 31:  No Forum, Easter

Zion Pages Book Club
March 25 | 6:30 pm | Theater
We will be discussing The Indigo Girl: A Novel by Natasha Boyd. This book is set between 1739 and 1744, with 
romance, intrigue, forbidden friendships, and political and financial threats weaving together to form the story of 
a remarkable young woman whose actions were before her time.

Zion Pages meets the 4th Monday of the month at 6:30 p.m. in the Theater. All are welcome!



news from children, youth and family ministry

Noisy Offering for Camp Ministries - March 2 & 3
Thank you to everyone who brought in their Noisy Offering in February! We gathered $570 which will go toward 
our camp ministries. The next weekend our Noisy Offering buckets will be out is March 2 & 3. We will also have a 
bucket at the Welcome Desk if you would like to drop off your Noisy Offering during our normal office hours.

First Communion Class - March 3
First Communion instruction will be offered on Sunday, March 3 from 11 a.m. to noon in the 
Theater. We practice open communion here at Zion, so parents, if you feel your children are ready, 
please sign up. Children will receive their first communion at the service of your choice. Please 
register all children, and at least one accompanying adult. Register at www.zionanoka.org under 
Registration Events, or through your Realm app, or scan the QR code at the right. Contact Ann at 
acampbell@zionanoka.org for more information. If you’re unable to attend, our next class will be in the fall.

Feed My Starving Children Event - March 12
Confirmation students and families are invited to join Katie on Tuesday, March 12 from 5-6:45 p.m. to package 
food at Feed My Starving Children in Coon Rapids. You must register for this event so we can have the proper ratio 
of students to adults. Email kweiland@zionanoka.org if you would like to attend.

Lutheran Late Night - March 15
Join us at Zion from 7-10 p.m. on Friday, March 15 for Lutheran Late Night! This event is for middle and high school 
students and functions like a lock-in, but you go home at the end of the night. Snacks will be provided and night 
games will be played. Friends welcome – hope you can make it!

Plant Sale on May 4 - Save the Date!
Zion’s annual flowering plant sale will be taking place this year on Saturday, May 4 from 8 a.m. to noon. Plants are 
sold on a first come, first served basis. Watch for the pre-order form in April.

Registration for Kids Summer Camps Opens March 15
Families and volunteers! It’s time to register for Zion Kids Camps! Registration opens March 15! You can register 
online at https://www.zionanoka.org/registration-events/. Our Vacation Bible School (VBS) theme is back by 
popular demand—The Blessing Bus: LIVE!

Family “Blessing Bus” VBS
For families with kids age 0-5 plus siblings
Sundays from 10-10:50 a.m., June 9, 16 & 23

Zion Sports Camp
For kids grades K-5
June 24-27 (M-TH) 9 a.m.-noon

Pre-K “Blessing Bus” VBS
For kids age 3-5
July 9-11 (T-TH) 9-11 a.m.

KidSing Jr.
For kids age 3-7
June 12, 19 & 26 (W) 9:30-10 a.m. 
July 17, 24 & 31 (W) 9:30-10 a.m. Camp Create It

For kids grades K-5
July 29-Aug 1 (M-TH) 9 a.m.-noon
Family Program: 11:30 a.m.-noon TH

K-5 “Blessing Bus” VBS
For kids grades K-5
July 15-18 (M-TH) 9 a.m.-noon



grow and care

Baptisms
Feb 10 - Everett Skogen

Thank You Recent Radio Broadcast Fund Donors

about our people

Louise Hughes
Glenn & Colleen Virgin
Dianne Carlson
Jean M. Olson
Mitchell C. Miller
Ron & Linda Hegberg
Bonnie King

Floyd Nelson
Fred & Sue Simonson
Everett & Mary Wheeler
Lyle & Marlene Willock
Craig Bakken
Kristine Johnson
Lois Peterson

Deaths
Carol Radniecki
Suzanne Anderson
Linda Jones
Velma Kingston
Joan Sanchez

Surprise! Spring Break Mini-Camps Are Back!
Kids in Grades K-5: Join us Tuesday, March 12 and/or Thursday, March 14 from 9 a.m. to noon.
• March 12: Build your Bible Brain...one plastic brick at a time! You won’t want to "le-go" of 

this opportunity!
• March 14: Doll Adventures! Bring your favorite doll to camp with you! We’ll hear historical 

stories about courage, determination, and grace. What can American girls learn from 
the gritty and graceful women of the Bible? Join us for crafts, stories, and doll adventures! Register online 
at https://www.zionanoka.org/registration-events/. Contact Ann at acampbell@zionanoka.org or Lee at 
lneitge@zionanoka.org with questions.

Every Meal
Every Meal is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization with a mission to fight child hunger. They focus on filling the
food gaps children face on weekends, extended breaks, and summer when they’re not able to access school meal
programs. Zion’s Foundation has been donating to Every Meal for a few years and we have volunteers from Zion
that go each week to Lincoln Elementary to put food bags into children’s backpacks.

Recently, Every Meal shared a BIG moment for them regarding their future in fighting child hunger in Minnesota.
They have officially purchased the building that they've been partially occupying for the past seven years. This
purchase will effectively double Every Meal’s space and better allow them to fulfill their purpose of providing
Minnesota kids with good food during the weekends.

To find out more information about Every Meal and their recent purchase from Every Meal President Rob
Williams, click on the following link https://www.zionanoka.org/ziondocumentcenter/.

Bev Fraser in memory of Velma Kingston
Cara Fish

New Members
Terry & Anita Edwards; Dina Gallinger; Nina 
Gribble; Paula Mohr; David & Naomi Nelson



easter garden
Help decorate Zion’s Sanctuary by donating to the Memorial Easter Garden in memory or 
in honor of someone special. Memorials are $20 each. To order, fill out the coupon below 
and mail it back with your payment or pick up an envelope at the front desk. Envelopes 
must be returned by Sunday, March 17.

Given By:___________________________________________Amount Enclosed:___________

In Honor Of______________________________________________________________________________________________________

In Memory Of____________________________________________________________________________________________________

cut here
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

taking care of God's world
Regenerative Agriculture describes the farming and grazing practices that help to reduce and reverse the effects 
of climate change by rebuilding soil structure organic matter and restoring degraded soil biodiversity. It includes 
farming practices such as: promoting biodiversity and cover cropping, eliminating or decreasing tillage, reducing 
the use of artificial fertilizers and using regenerative grazing management for livestock. Learn more about 
regenerative agriculture by supporting farmers that use regenerative agriculture to grow food such as:
• Abraham's Table Farm - www.abrahamstablefarm.com in Sandstone, Minnesota ''a small, sustainable farm, 

growing organic vegetables, pastured and soy-free chickens, pasture -raised and soy-free eggs, and grass-fed 
beef." Farmer Joel is a passionate farmer who grows delicious and nutritious food using regenerative farming 
practices and delivers the food to the Twin Cities on Tuesdays during the season. One of his drop sites is just a 
block from Zion Lutheran in Anoka.

• Community Supported Agriculture (CSA} - www.minnesotagrown.com is a mighty source for understanding 
how CSAs function, what's the process of supporting CSAs and for connecting you with the small farmers that 
grow, raise and share with CSA members anything from homegrown vegetables, to flowers, cheese, meat, 
eggs, bedding plants, etc. There are close to 100 farmers listed on the site and most of the farmers are using 
regenerative practices.

• Visit and support Good Courage Farm in Hutchinson, MN - www.goodcourage.farm whose mission is to 
''Cultivate life abundant as part of God's good Creation. Worshiping and learning at the intersection of food, 
farming and faith. Nourishing neighbors in body and spirit, as Jesus taught." Food they grow is shared with 
community kitchens and food shelves. Pie+ Prayer night on Wednesday evenings and volunteering opportuni-
ties abound.

• Farmers Markets - There are many farmer's markets in the area that overflow with delicious food. Anoka, 
Andover and Maple Grove each have markets and you can check out days, times and other locations on the 
www.minnesotagrown.com website. Talk and connect with the farmers at these markets and see how they 
grow their produce. Do they use regenerative agriculture, or use some farming practices that help the soil?

• To learn more about regenerative agriculture, read the book, Dirt to Soil: One Family's Journey into Regenerative 
Agriculture, available at the library, bookstore or online. Although not Christian literature, it is an amazing 
account of the restorative power of God's Creation if we listen to and support those who are working with soil.

Planting seeds in good soil.

Zion EcoFaith Team
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news from Zion Pre-K

We are making the best of our 
winter with not much snow on the 

ground. Inside we are learning about 
how animals live outside in the 

winter and when they hibernate.

CONTACT US
1601 4th Avenue 
Anoka MN 55303 
763.421.4656 
www.zionanoka.org

WELCOME
You are invited, you are welcome to 
come and experience God’s love at 
Zion Lutheran Church.


